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The great themes in the narrative of humankind's experience on
this planet have not changed in thousands of years-love, peace,
war, faith-how to live with honor and compassion in the face of
apparently impossible choices. One of those ever-present
verities is the seemingly tidal pattern of peace and war in our
shared history.
The 32nd Annual Old Dominion University Literary Festival will
use the light of literature to examine the theme of war and
peace. Perhaps Einstein was right when he said that "as long as
there are sovereign nations possessing great power, war is
inevitable." But Buckminster Fuller may also have been right
when he remarked that "either man is obsolete or war is." In
literature we look not for answers but for ways of experiencing
the world and opening our minds to new patterns of seeing. In
this way, literature legislates to the individual heart, potentially
changing the world one soul at a time.
The writers, visual artists and photographers who share their
stories with you this year will attempt to map out the complex
landscape from World War II through the present. Our
community in Hampton Roads-as deeply as any community in the
United States-feels the effects and after-effects of conflict
around the world. Our hope is that the four days between
October 6-9 will be a time where our voices rise up, writers and
readers, speakers and listeners alike, to create a new way of
looking at who we are and where we might be heading.
Literature is a conversation. We invite you to share in it.
Michael Pearson and Janet Peery,

2009 Festival Directors
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is the author of two story collections, My Life in
Heavy Metal and The Evil B.B. Chow; the novel,
Which Brings Me to You (with Julianna Baggott);
and the non-fiction book, Candyfreak. His new
book is a collection of essays, (Not That You
Asked). He lives outside Boston with his wife,
two children and mounting debt. His online
home is www.stevenalmond.com.

has been playing guitar in clubs and bars
mainly in the New York City area for as long
as he can remember (of course, just how
long that is, he conveniently forgets). He
grew up in the Bronx when the Beatles and
peace marches were a vital part of the
landscape. In the spirit of the troubadour, he
comes to Hampton Roads with some songs of
peace and war.

served on cruisers and destroyers in World War II and the Korean
War. After retiring from the Navy as a captain, he taught English at
Norfolk State University for 15 years. His stories, poems and essays
have been published in Crescent Review, MSS, Snake Nation Review,
Timbuktu, Long Story, and other magazines. He's been a scholar at
Bread Loaf Writers' Conference and a guest at Yaddo Writers'
Colony. A vital member of the Hampton Roads literary community,
he has participated in Old Dominion University writing courses for
many years.
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won the
zer Prize for
Salute. The story, published in
Rocky Mountain News, chronicled the
Iraq war through the eyes of a Marine
casualty notification officer and the
families he touched. An expanded
version of the story was published by
Penguin Press in 2008, and was a
finalist for the National Book Award
20
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author of the award-winning novel
Septembers Of Shiraz, was born in Iran and
fled at the age of 10 to the United States
with her family. She is the recipient of a
Whiting Writers' Award and has been a
resident at Yaddo. A graduate of the MFA
program at Sarah Lawrence College, she
lives in New York City.

SGhedule of Evert
University's
Festival and
resident's Lecture Series

TUESDAY,
OCTOBER 6
11 a.m.

Norton Girault

2 p.m .

University Village Bookstore
45th Street and Monarch Way
Writers in Community
Veterans' Stories
University Village Bookstore

4 p.m.

Dalia Sofer

THURSDAY,
OCTOBER 8

University Village Bookstore

7:00 p.m.

12:30 p. m. Lesh~a Newman

Reception

Virginia Beach

Diehn Atrium

7:30 p.m.

Sponsored by the University
Village Bookstore
Jane Mayer
Chandler Recital Hall
Diehn Fine and Performing Arts

2 p.m .

49th Street and Elkhorn Avenue

7:00 p.m.

WED:tIESDAY,
OCTOBER 7
11 a.m.

7:30 p.m.

Higher Education Center
Lecture Hall 244
1881 University Drive
Virginia Beach, Virginia
David Poyer
University Village Bookstore
Reception
Diehn Atrium
Sponsored by the
University Village Bookstore

Mark Bowden

Panel: Torture in the Age of

North Cafeteria

Terrorism

Webb University Center

Joyce Hoffmann-moderator
Brian Turner
Nick Turse
Jacob Weisberg

FRIDAY,
OCTOBER 9

University Village Bookstore

2 p.m.

Jim Sheeler
University Village Bookstore

4 p.m.

7:00 p.m.

Brian Turner
University Village Bookstore
Reception
Diehn Atrium

7:30 p.m.

Sponsored by the
University Village Bookstore
Farah Nosh
Chandler Recital Hall

11 a.m.

Jon Pineda

2 p.m.

University Village Bookstore
Luisa latorta
University Village Bookstore

4

p.m.

Leslft Newman
Un1¥ersity Village Bookstore

7:00 p.m.

Reception
Dfehn Atrium
Sponsored by the
University Village Bookstore

7:30 p.m.

Steve Almond
Chandler Recital Hall

MUSIC PROVIDED BY AL ARATER
PARKING IS FREE FOR ALL EVENTS
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT THE ENGLISH DEPARTMENT'S
CREATIVE WRITING OFFICE AT 683-3929
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The University Village Bookstore
is pleased to help sponsor the
32nd Annual Literary Festival
"Writers in Peace and War."
October 6-9, 2009

Pick up a book by one of the
featured authors and enjoy a cup
of Starbucks coffee®. Our general
reading section located on the first
floor has over 22,000 titles along
with a large reference area. Your
official campus bookstore offers:

Controversial Writer Steve Almond Comes to ODU
Hide your w omen and children.
Read more ...

• children's story-time readings
• f<;icu!ty and local author
signings
• a great selection of gifts and
clothing
• the largest selection of used
textbooks

is your hyperlocal source
for news, arts and culture in the 757.
ALTDAILY

Make sure to check us daily for all
the previews, reviews, interviews,
and everything else LitFest.
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UNIVERSITY VILLAGE BOOKSTORE
Located in the Village,
Corner of 45th and Monarch Way
757-683-0048
www.shopodu.com
The Official Bookstore of Old Dominion University

www.altdaily.com

